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A Brief History of
The GHGRC

In the summer of 1976 a
group of Houston-area
Golden Retriever fanciers
gathered and formed a
new club: the Greater
Houston Golden Retriever
Club. Mercedes Hitch-
cock and Mary Tatum were
founding members and are
the only founding mem-
bers still in the club.

When Lew Baker took over
as Treasurer in January
1992, he was handed a
shoe box containing a few
receipts, a couple bills and
some change. That was
the extent of the club’s
treasury at that time! Lew
immediately set about in-
corporating the club with
the State of Texas and set-
ting up proper bank ac-
counts!  Since then the
club’s financial assets have
steadily grown, due in no
small part to the success of
the club test and the well
dog clinic, as well as care-
ful management. For the
past 6 years, GHGRC has
made annual donations to
the GRF, GRRH and
GBGRR (Houston area
Golden Retriever rescues),
and the RPOA.

GHGRC has hosted WC/
WCX events since its earli-
est years. The first hunt
test was held in 1995, and

has been held annually
since.

In 1986, the club was plan-
ning its first AKC sanc-
tioned A-OA match. A
second A-OA match was
held in 1990, and after-
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held annual tracking tests
until 2004 when the club
stopped offering tracking
events due to decline in
interest within the club.

The club has sponsored an
annual Well Dog Clinic
_since at least the
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-, mid-1980’s.  The
Well Dog Clinic
was  originally

age Houston area

Golden Retriever
breeders to get
{| eye exams done
on their breeding
stock.  Demand
from the local dog
community lead
| to the clinic being
opened to all
breeds. As the
need for cardiac
clearances in
Goldens was rec-
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Copy of GHRC newsletter Spring ,
1985. Compliments of
M. Hitchcock.

ward GHGRC received
formal approval to hold
AKC licensed specialty

shows and obedience tri-
als. The club joined the
Houston Combined Spe-
cialties and has held bian-
nual specialties every year
since.

GHGRC held its first
tracking test in 1992 and

ognized, cardiac
exams were added
to the Well Dog
Clinic  offerings.
In the early days,
tattooing was offered as a
means of permanent iden-
tification; later replaced by
micro chipping. The pop-
ular blood panel and thy-
roid test offerings were a
more recent addition.

In 1992, GHGRC founded
a rescue program for
homeless Golden Retriev-
ers. The rescue program
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pm followed by meet-
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which there will be a
presentation by Dr.
Mary Tatum, veteri-
narian at Brittmore
Animal Clinic.

Spring Creek BBQ
21000 Katy Fwy.
Katy, TX 77449




HiStOI’y (continued from pg. 1)

Continued until about 1999. Golden
Beginnings (GBGRR) had been
formed a few years before and was
proving to be a thriving, capable pro-
gram. GHGRC felt it was best for the
club to discontinue its own rescue pro-
gram and instead support local organ-
izations such as GBGRR that were
specifically dedicated to rescue work.
CHGRC currently supports both
GHGRR and Golden Retriever Rescue
of Houston, as well as making annual
donations to rescue at a national level
via the Golden Retriever Foundation.

From its earliest days, the club offered
speakers and programs at meetings,
with the goal of educating Golden Re-
triever breeders and fanciers about
health concerns in the breed, respon-
sible breeding practices, and topics of
interest to serious breeders and fanci-
ers. Traditional social activities of the
club included a Spring Picnic, Hallow-
een Party featuring a costume contest
(for the dogs!) and games (for the

dogs too!), and a Christmas/Holiday
Party. Other activities have at times
included an Old Dog Valentine’s Day
Party, fun matches, and grooming
day/picnics. In June 1996 and 2006,
the picnics were held in June at Belve-
dere Kennels to celebrate the club’s
20th and 30t anniversaries!

Today, the GHGRC member num-
bers approximately 22 Active mem-
bers, 16 Associate, and over 30 Life
Members. There are currently no
Junior members although that
membership category is available
for those under the age of 18 yrs.
GHGRC is a member club of the
Golden Retriever Club of America.

GHGRC hosts specialty confor-
mation shows in March and July, as
well as rally and obedience trials in
conjunction with the July specialty
at Reliant Center. In April we hold
an AKC hunt test offering Senior

2012 Officer/Board Elections

Senior and Junior stakes, and a WC/
WCX test the following day. The
Well Dog Clinic is held each year in
early January.  Social events are
held at various times of the year, as
volunteers offer to organize them.

GHGRC has always been what its
membership has made of it. Past
members worked hard to build an
enduring organization, dedicated to
the well-being and future of the
Golden Retriever breed and those
who love the breed. The future of
GHGRC is *YOURS,* to create, to
build, to make it your own.

Anne McGuire, 10/2011

The following club members have been nominated and so agreed to run as candidates for the 2012

year.
Officers Board of Directors
President Ellen Schultz Rex Gibson
Vice President Lisa Wood Sharon Gerdich
Treasurer Anne McGuire Paula Parrish
Secretary Beth Clemson Andrea Stringer
Membership Melody Bacon
Additional nominations will be accepted from the
floor at the November meeting. Anyone being
so nominated needs to be present at that meeting or send a note with the
nominator, signed in person (not just an e-mail), indicating their

willingness to be nominated. Elections will be held at the January meeting




BOARD TO DETERMINE |

NTEREST I N “

Several members of our club have
expressed an interest in hosting a
ONoncompetitive
Assessment Progr
scheduling such an event, the
GHGRC Board would like to see
how many members and/or non -
members would like to participate
in order to determine the feasi-
bility of making the event
worthwhile.  Depending on the
entry, it could be a one or two day
event.. If enough members ex-
press interest, we could also ex-
pand the event to include clubs in
the surrounding area.

CCA would be open to all Golden
Retrievers over the age of I8
months that are AKC or CKC reg-
istered, or which have an AKC ILP
number.

Spayed and neutered dogs are
expressly permitted to partici-
pate, as are dogs owned by non -

three different judges may
qualify for an Honorable

Mention, although an Honorable
Mention will not be an officially
recognized GRCA title.

Keep in mind that if our club
receives enough entries, GRCA
requires at least a 60 day noti-
fication of the proposed event
before approval is granted. At
that time, we can move forward.

members of GRCA.

If you are interested or know of
someone with a Golden Retriever
that would like to participate,
please send an email to Melody
Bacon at:

Dogs that receive the required
qualifying scores of 75 or above
from three different evaluators
wi || receive a
Conformati on
which will be a GRCA recognized
title. Dogs receiving three
scores of 65 or above from

wyndstorm@sbcglobal.net

o C ¢Give it a couple of weeks after
A s s ethe newsletter is published.
Include the number of dogs you

would like to enter.

GALA AUCTION HUGH SUCCESS

The Tep Twenty Gala was held during the week of the Golden Retriever Club National in Atlanta. Itwasa

Reported by Ellen Schultz

fun evening with a spectacular Art Auction and an amazing group of the Top Twenty Breed Golden Re-

_ trievers who competed in the Top Twenty Competltlon Our local Club member Rex Gibson gener-

ously donated $10,000 to the Top Twenty Gala be used for the benefit of the Golden Retriever Founda-
tion at the Top Twenty Gala. The Gala Committee issued a $10,000 challenge with Rex's donation and

turned Rex's $10 000 donatlon into $22,000. Altogether The Gala raised $67,ooo for the Golden Re-

This years winners of the Top Twenty Competition were GCH SHADOWLAND'S PAWS FOR AP-
PLAUSE AT TRISTAR CD (Sydney) owned by Sharmin Dominke, Julie Matney, and Catherine
Meddaugh and the People's Choice winner was GCH GEMINI FALLCHASE THE BUTLER DID
IT (Cody) owned by Yvonne & Jose Herrera, Maura A. Roxby and Cindi Metcalf
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We're on the Web GHGRC 2011 Board

www. GHGRC.org. Officers
Cathy Terrell Bybee...........ccc.c....... President
Joanie Patrick.......ccccccuverreiinnennnen. Vice President
| NFORMATION
Anne McGUIre........cccceeeeveeeveennen. Treasurer
RESOURCES Andrea Stringer..........cccceeveeeeeenns Secretary
GRCA Web Site www.grca.org Becky McKee.........ooovevereeeererennnns Membership
AKC Web Site www.ake.org _
Directors

Show info: www.onofrio.com Ellen Schultz Rex Gibson

Agility trials: agilityevents.net Paula Parrish Elaine Donnell

Golden Retriever rescue:

www. ghgrr.org Submissions to PAWPRINTS may be made to:

Mary Brownlee, Editor at mary.brownlee@comcast net
www.grrh.org

CLUB MEMBER AND DOG QUALIFY FOR FIRST

HOSPICE TEAM

On September 24th GRCA member, Lisa Wood and her Golden, Demi, be-
came the first Certified American Hospice Pet Therapy Team. Demi

is Hospice's first and only therapy dog. The duo is looking forward to this new
journey! The following is a letter “written” by Demi and to be published in an
upcoming issue of the American Hospice Newsletter.
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Hell o Everyone,
My name ils abenmd .16 month olld aGwolad etnr eRaesturrieedv er .
member of theMwWodMomf ami byl ittle obsessed with me and
know whatl lameant herapy doWheann dl awisnh oiwimgtohii®o ns hgoet sr irnege
excited, then she takes me to one of tdhéikenddds samud f
animals with sqgOeadakefstbwa Bédswks ar Momhancost guntioe
the hotel and | have a blast!!!
I also | ove beiMyg Mo m haenrda ply wleagt.g € to a e rati infiinggd f qr us t
get hlerget to wear a cool vest but my Mom gets ifritat
was expéenstirwe.not to do it but Isolmevtei neos S/Idmcsatm'rxas:hpellep.
people cry and | snugd@loened i Imietst ll e tc lypudtor myti ¢Mkd ri iyrs fti



http://www.grca.org/
http://www.akc.org

HOSPICE TEAM

( continued from p. 4)

is not Iprsapdrl. sneak oneli nwisametpierngpd et Hdwagh .l alug and
see threo and | I|IR&epltehauswalllot .start telling my]Mo sto
they were little children or maybMy aMaon ge njhoayts]th r ihm
these stories.
Someti mes when we visit we go intdq ajiroon
ith. think it is very nice that the hfave I
me byt Mom al ways Tiheatl sr emael INNO!'annoyls e be
sure they gwhael $efwoulmdyi tf abveo rfiotre?d p i ent
visit are the ohes TMhibane kiee pt hirs ad]se ady
me at | east 5wvec ccookmee st owldeerr Mo m oanth d | | ent
M Hospice to becomevocleunttiefelresi.e Hos pi gqet Fai ni
|l ot .got aroundna big room with huggq window
ofMs. Debbie bought Whehéesafbrtme Job as .
wor kli nggot to visit all the peopl e Jar nd
I ook forward to my jouMwpnebMomnt bau g al d
was just going to be a pet andMya Mohno w sd orge ablulty |Ip rhcaude
supports me inlahbpeytdreamsht maolh pekeml wi aahdnjy Il de
Have a Golden Day!
De mi

AKC 4 -6 MONTH PUPPY COMPETITION A SUCCESS

The following is a notice provided by the AKC Events committee:

The 4-6 Month Beginner Puppy Competition has been an overwhelming success with clubs,
exhibitors, judges, and spectators. All-Breed clubs offering this competition in conjunction
with their event typically see an average of 5% of their total entry competing in this class!
Some Specialty clubs have seen participation as high as 30% with an average of about 7% in
this class. Many of these entries are from new exhibitors to the Sport who will need extra
guidance from patient, enthusiastic, and experienced club members. With the success of the
class, the AKC Board of Directors will be evaluating how best to continue this program.

Please watch the AKC Board minutes for updates. If you have any questions about the class
please contact Bri Tesarz at glt@akc.org.




Doqg House Rules Progression

1. Dogs are never permitted in the house. The dog stays outside in a specially
built wooden compartment named, for very good reason, the dog house.

2. Okay, the dog can enter the house, but only for short visits or if his own
house is under renovation.

3. Okay, the dog can stay in the house on a permanent basis, provided his dog
house can be sold in a yard sale to a rookie dog owner.

4. Inside the house, the dog is not
allowed to run free and is confined to
a comfortable but secure metal
cage.

5. Okay, the cage becomes part of a two-

for-one deal along with the dog

house in the yard sale, and the dog
can go wherever he pleases.

6. The dog is never allowed on the furni-
ture.

7. Okay, the dog can get on the old furni-
ture but not the new furniture.

8. Okay, the dog can get up on the new fur-

niture until it looks like the old ~ furniture

and then we'll sell the whole works and buy

new furniture... upon which the dog will

most definitely not be allowed.

9. The dog never sleeps on the bed. Period.

10. Okay, the dog can sleep at the foot of the

NobleWorksCards.com

bed.

11. Okay, the dog can sleep alongside you, but he's not allowed under the covers.

12. Okay, the dog can sleep under the covers but not with his head on the pillow.

13. Okay, the dog can sleep alongside you under the covers with his head on
the pillow, but if he snores he's got to leave the room.

14. Okay, the dog can sleep and snore and have nightmares in bed, but he's not
to come in and sleep on the couch in the TV room, where I'm now sleep
ing. That's just not fair.

15. The dog never gets listed on the census questionnaire as "primary resi

dent," even if it's true.
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BOWS AND WOWS

New Chamg@gHoikmer yods

Bl ackSydpe@€H Xcelerate
Dangerously Holl ywood

X Summit Sombrads No S
fair (Demi)-l 8romasste 1
Coowned by Beth Cl emso

Brianna Bishoff. Look
good things to come fr
boly

Emery's Little Black Dress
won BOS in Humble to sin-
gle out. She needs two ma-
jors to finish.  Coco is
owned by Cyndy and Frank
Dauvis.

Pauline Grennan
announces that

Guinness and =

Cammie are now m

official Therapy

Dogs . m
I
E

Canam An Everlasting Irish Beer Canam Queen Guinevere's Utopia




On September 25, Doug McGuire and
Peri passed the Master hunt test, finish-
ing Peri's MH title *¥and* making her
dam, Jade, a GRCA Outstanding Dam!!!

JADE

PERI

GCH CH Summits The Titanic (Leo) took BEST IN SHOW on two
consecutive days at the Greater Humble Area Kennel Club on Octo-

ber 8 -9. Leois co -owned by Pam and Richard Sherry, Beth Johnson
and Brianna Bishoff.

At the Victoria Dog Obedience Train-

ing Club trials in September, Ice

(HRCH Vintage Diamond In The

Rough UD TD MH WCX) was High in
Trial on Saturday, and High in Trial

and High Combined on Sunday. He
earned his first UDX leg and first 15
OTCH points that weekend! At the
Humble KC show in October, he

placed 2nd in Utility B both days, 2nd

in Open on Sunday, earned another
UDX leg and additional OTCH points.

Ice is owned by Doug and Anne
McGuire.




Apol | o-Gha-®lma was winner’'s bitch andj] BOW
jor at the Bell County KC show this last weekend. Cha Cha is
owned by Ellen Schultz.

NATIONAL NEWS

2011

Sunsplash Blitz Is On (Susan

Pilkerton, Owner) earned the

Triathlon Award at the Nation-

al. Blitz got his WCX, CCA and

passed Versatility (2 novice/

open and utility exercises). He

is the son of EIl aine
boy, SHR River Ranch Rusty

Speaker, CDX, RA MH, WCX

nn

GCH CH Summits The Titan-
ic (Leo) was awarded a
Judge’s Award off Mer
(JAM). Leoisco -owned by
Pam and Richard Sherry,
Beth Johnson and Brianna
Bishoff, who also handles
Leo.




Edna Mae ( Forev-

er’s Ol d Fashion
Gal) finished 2nd

inthe 9 -12 class.

Edna Mae isco -

owned by Andrea

Stringer, Becky

McKee, Jennifer

and Candy Nee.

CLASSIFIED

Serious Puppy Training obedience classes are being offered beginning Monday, November 7. Thisis a 6

week beginning class for puppies and young dogs. The classes will begin at 7 pm. Location is 6812 Thompson Ferry
Road, Sugarland, TX 77479. Classes will be taught by Mercedes who has been training dogs since 1989.

For additional information, please contact: Mercedes Hitchcock at 713 302-5061. Pamphlet available upon request.

Note to Club members regarding the litter/stud dog listing policy:

Listings will be accepted only for litters for which the breeder or a co-breeder (i.e. Owner or co-owner of the dam or
sire) hold ACTIVE or LIFE membership in the GHGRC.

Litters listed are expected to conform to the guidelines in the GRCA Code of Ethics (COE). That is, sire and dam are
at least 2 yrs. of age or older and each as current hip, elbow, cardiac and eye health clearances as specified in the
GRCA COE. Clearance information need NOT be submitted for a litter listing, but the breeder should be prepared to
produce documents should there be any questions.

If a complaint is filed, and a listed litter is found to not be in keeping with the guidelines of the GRCA COE, that
breeder will be banned from future listing privileges in the GHGRC newsletter.

Litter listings in the newsletter will all be the same format and consist ONLY of the date of whelp or litter due date,
AKC name of sire and dam, breeder’s name and contact information (phone number, e-mail, address, web site ad-
dress). NO OTHER INFORMATION WILL BE LISTED.

NO STUD DOG ADS WILL BE ALLOWED.

10



UPCOMING EVENTS
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Keeping Your Dog Safe this Halloween

© 2007 The American Kennel Club, Inc.

Thinking about showing off your dog's "Howloween" spirit this year? The real trick is not to treat Hallow-
een as just another day for your dog. The AKC reminds owners to follow certain guidelines for keeping
pets safe during Halloween:

[ If you choose to dress your pet up in a "doggie" costume, supervise him at all times. Make sure it fits
properly and is not in the way of his breathing, eyesight or hearing. If your dog swallows any elastic or dec-
orative items, it could cause intestinal obstructions or choking. For more tips on how to acclimate your

dog to wearing a Halloween costume visit the Ask AKC ar -chive.

[ chocolate and sweets can be dangerous for your dog. Make sure all "people treats" are out of harm's

way.

[J walk your dog early, while it is still light outside, so you can be aware of any candy, wrappers or broken
eggs on lawns and streets and make sure these "tempting treats" stay out of reach.

[0 When you answer the door for trick -or -treaters, make sure pets are in a safe and secure room to pre-
vent them from running out, getting hurt and frightening your visitors. If you want your dog to greet the

visiting ghouls and goblins, keep him on a leash.

[J Don't leave your dog unattended outside. Pranksters may target your dog with eggs, and passersby may

be tempted to give your dog harmful treats and candy.

[ If you are having a Halloween party, consider confining your dog securely in one area of the house.

Leave a radio or TV and lights on for the dog.

[ Be careful about where you place candles and Jack -0-Lanterns. They can easily be knocked over by your
dog's wagging tail and either burn your dog or start a fire.
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